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This workshop’s primary sources can be used to  
facilitate a classroom workshop based on foundation 
funding during the Cold War. The workshop will ask 
students to make arguments for and against providing 
funding to programs and projects proposed to the 
Commonwealth Fund, the Rockefeller Foundation,  
and the Ford Foundation. Taking on the role of program 
officers during the Cold War and working in small groups, 
students will read primary sources and articulate why  
a foundation should or should not provide funding to  
these proposed ideas. As a whole group, the students  
will participate in a debate as to which of the proposed 
ideas would be the most effective tool for furthering 
American Cold War interests. Students are encouraged to 
use this workshop as a springboard for further research 
into the role foundations played during the Cold War.
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A U.S. military veteran once recalled that when 
World War II ended in September 1945, “we felt  
the day had come when the wars were all over.” 1   
At the time, there was reason for optimism.  
In the 1940s, the Allied powers — the United States,  
Great Britain, and the Soviet Union — set aside  
vast ideological differences, competing national 
interests, and conflicting wartime strategies to 
defeat the Nazis and lay the groundwork for a  
lasting peace, a vision underscored by the creation  
of the United Nations in 1945. 2  

But this alliance would prove to be short-lived.  
As World War II ended, a more enduring global 
conflict emerged: the Cold War. Lacking a common 
enemy and unable to overcome their sharp 
differences, the world’s two largest super-powers, 
the United States and the Soviet Union, launched  
a continuous struggle for global supremacy that 
would endure for the next four-plus decades.  
While the countries never exchanged direct gunfire, 
they fought the Cold War on every front—  
in satellite conflicts across Latin America, Asia, 
Africa, and Europe; in newspapers, film, literature, 
and other artistic productions; and through mutual 
security pacts and international aid agreements. 
These developments wholly reshaped American 
society, creating a modern national security state, 
altering the trajectory of domestic politics and 
policy, and making the U.S. a long-term leader in 
regional and global affairs. Simply put, the Cold War 
touched nearly every aspect of American life and 
defined U.S. geopolitics during the second half of the 
twentieth century. 

This workshop allows students to examine one of  
the lesser-known facets of the Cold War: how 
it affected American philanthropy. The reports, 
memoranda, letters, speeches, and grant files that 
follow demonstrate the War’s impact on three 
philanthropic organizations: the Ford Foundation, 
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Rockefeller Foundations and the Commonwealth 
Fund. Focusing on three main areas — agriculture, 
higher education, and the arts and humanities— 
the sources illustrate how widespread fears 
of communism at home and abroad impacted 
philanthropic strategy from the mid-1940s  
through the mid-1950s. 

Topics covered include: 

•	 Philanthropic support for scholarship on 
wartime civil liberties and loyalty programs. 

•	 Anticommunist congressional investigations 
into foundation grantmaking.

•	 Philanthropic efforts to raise the food supply 
in the developing world.

•	 Foundation backing of new American Studies 
and Area Studies programs.

•	 Proposed arts and culture grants that aimed  
to build international cooperation. 3   

Analyzing these topics offers students a first-hand 
view of how organized philanthropy grappled with 
its role in American society during a moment of 
crisis and intense polarization and underscores 
the important, yet often overlooked, role the 
third sector played in shaping Cold War America. 
As powerful third sector actors, the Ford and 
Rockefeller Foundations and Commonwealth Fund 
had to at once remain politically neutral in foreign 
and domestic affairs, and support the West’s larger 
global agenda. These philanthropic organizations 
also aimed to promote rational discourse and 
objective research that would inform U.S. policy 
and public opinion in the face of widespread 
anticommunist fears.
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February With Germany  
on the verge of surrender, 
Franklin Roosevelt, Winston 
Churchill, and Joseph Stalin  
meet at Yalta to discuss the  
fate of postwar Europe. The 
leaders agree in principle  
that the Soviet Union would 
allow free elections in Eastern 
Europe, and receive a sphere  
of influence in Germany and 
Korea. In return for accepting 
territorial concessions in Asia, 
the Soviets also agree to enter 
the war against Japan after  
Germany surrenders. 4  

July The U.S. successfully  
tests a nuclear weapon for  
the first time near an air force 
base in the New Mexico  
desert. President Truman tells 
Stalin about this test roughly 
a week later at the Potsdam 
Conference, a follow-up to  
the earlier meeting between  
the Allies at Yalta. 5  

August The U.S. drops  
two atomic bombs on  
Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  
Japan surrenders on  
August 14th.

February As Stalin 
establishes Soviet satellite  
states in Eastern Europe,  
George Kennan, the Chargé 
d’Affaires in Moscow, sends 
an 8,000 word telegram to 
Secretary of State James F. 
Byrnes calling upon the U.S.  
to resist Soviet expansion with 
“unalterable counterforce” 
and contain the spread of 
communism across the globe. 
This theory – containment – 
becomes a staple of American 
foreign policy for the next two 
decades. 

March British Prime  
Minister Winston Churchill 
declares that an “iron curtain”  
has descended upon Eastern 
Europe in a speech at 
Westminster College in  
Fulton, Missouri. 

Several key historical events and 
developments will help students  
better understand the relationship 
between the Cold War and  
American philanthropy.  
The timeline below highlights  
these developments.

March President Truman 
calls upon Congress to send 
$400,000,000 to the Greek  
and Turkish governments to  
slow Communist expansion in  
the region. The action inaugurates  
the Truman Doctrine, which  
claimed the U.S. would “support 
free peoples resisting attempted 
subjugation by armed minorities 
or by outside pressures” 
throughout the world. 

President Truman signs Executive 
Order 9835, which creates loyalty 
review boards to investigate and 
eliminate suspected communists 
from the federal government.  

September The House  
Un-American Activities 
Committee (HUAC), a 
congressional committee 
investigating disloyalty during  
the Cold War, subpoenas over  
40 members of the film and 
motion picture industry on 
suspicion of subversive activity.  
Ten refuse to answer the 
Committee’s questions and 
are sentenced to prison, held 
in contempt of Congress, and 
blacklisted from the film industry. 
These members are later dubbed 
the “Hollywood Ten.” 

1945 1946 1947

HISTORICAL 
CONTEXT
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1949 1950 1951
April The U.S., Canada, 
and Western Europe sign 
the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO), a 
collective security pact 
designed to prevent Soviet 
attacks in Western Europe.    

 
September The Soviet 
Union detonates an atomic 
bomb for the first time.

September-October 
East and West Germany are 
created by the Soviet Union,  
and British, American, 
and French governments, 
respectively. The U.S. did  
not officially recognize East 
Germany until 1974.  

October Mao Zedong 
establishes the communist 
People’s Republic of China  
after a civil war between his 
Chinese Communist Party  
and the Nationalist Party,  
led by the U.S.-backed  
Chiang Kai-shek.  

August E. Eugene Cox, a 
Representative from Georgia, 
introduces a resolution to form  
a House committee to investigate 
whether philanthropic 
organizations are engaging in 
subversive activity. Over the 
following two years, the Select 
Committee to Investigate 
Tax-Exempt Foundations and 
Charitable Organizations 
holds hearings on foundation 
grantmaking and operations.

February Senator Joseph 
McCarthy claims, without 
evidence, to have the names  
of 205 State Department  
officials who are members  
of the Communist Party. 

April The State Department 
completes NSC-68, a top-secret 
report which argues the U.S. 
should drastically increase its 
military strength to deter a 
future Soviet attack. Over the 
next three years, U.S. military 
spending increases by roughly 
$36 billion.

June The Korean War  
begins when North Korea,  
a communist nation created  
by the Soviet Union in 1948, 
invades South Korea. The war 
ends three years later with the 
two countries divided at the 
DMZ, a demilitarized border  
that still exists today. 

September  
Congress passes the Internal 
Security Act, which creates a  
Subversive Activities Control 
Board requiring organizations 
deemed communist by the 
Attorney General to register 
with the Justice Department.  
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1953 1954
June Julius and Ethel 
Rosenberg become the first 
American civilians executed 
for espionage after being  
arrested on charges of  
passing atomic secrets to 
the Soviets. The Rosenberg’s 
conviction and sentencing 
remain controversial.  

May The Vietnminh, a 
national independence group 
led by communist leader Ho 
Chi Minh, defeat the French  
at the Battle of Dien Bien Phu. 
As a result, Vietnam is split 
in two, with the Vietnminh 
controlling the northern  
half of the country.  
Over the next six years,  
the U.S. provides $800 million 
to the South Vietnamese army 
to consolidate control over 
its non-communist territory. 
American involvement in 
Vietnam escalates into a  
full-blown war in the  
1960s and 1970s. 
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1.	 Frederick P. Muhlhauser letter, February 13, 1951 

                                     Folder 2847 | Box 297 | Series 30 

                                    Commonwealth Fund records, Rockefeller Archive Center

DOCUMENT 
GUIDE

	2.	     High Commissioner Donnelly’s Address at Salzburg Seminar,  
                              January 21, 1951 

	      Folder 2847 | Box 297 | Series 30 

	     Commonwealth Fund records, Rockefeller Archive Center

3. Speech by Dexter Perkins at the Opening Ceremony  
                               of the Salzburg Seminar, January 21, 1951 

	      Folder 2847 | Box 297 | Series 30 

	     Commonwealth Fund records, Rockefeller Archive Center

4.	     J.H. Willits to David H. Stevens, Area Studies memo  

	     October 21, 1948 

	      Folder 165 | Box 31 | RG 3.2 | Series 900 

	     Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

5.	      W. McNeil Lowry to William McPeak, A Program of  
	       Philanthropic Support of the Humanities and Creative Arts  

	       February 9, 1956 

	         Catalogued Reports 10624 | Box 429 

	       Ford Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

Cold War | Document Guide
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6.	 Cornell Research in Civil Liberties Proposal,  
	 Robert Cushman, n. d. 
	 Folder 3896 | Box 327 | RG 1.1 | Series 200  

	 Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

DOCUMENT 
GUIDE

	7.	     Cornell University Press Letter to Joseph Willits,  
	    Mary Alice Boothroyd, August 9, 1954 

	      Folder 3903 | Box 328 | RG 1.1 | Series 200 

	     Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

9.	    Gellhorn Letter to David Ginsburg, Walter Gellhorn, 
	     February 5, 1945 

	      Folder 3900 | Box 328 | RG 1.1 | Series 200 

	     Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

	

8. Cushman Letter to Joseph Willits on support  
	     for RF-funded study, September 24, 1947  
	      Folder 3897 | Box 327 | RG 1.1 | Series 200 

 	     Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

10.         Letter from Raymond Fosdick to Joseph Willits, 
		                September 15, 1942 
		                  Folder 3896 | Box 327 | RG 1.1 | Series 200 

		                   Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

11.         Letter from Robert Cushman to Joseph Willits, 
		                July 30, 1942 
		                  Folder 3896 | Box 327 | RG 1.1 | Series 200 

		                   Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

Cold War | Document Guide
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12.         Letter to Joseph Willits about Cushman’s Civil Liberties  
		                Study Proposal, February 24, 1944 
		                  Folder 3896 | Box 327 | RG 1.1 | Series 200 

		                   Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

13.         Letter to Joseph Willits on backlash against Walter Gellhorn, 
		                October 12, 1949 
		                  Folder 3899 | Box 327 | RG 1.1 | Series 200 

		                   Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

15.         Memo to RF Pres. Chester Barnard, Flora Rhind,  
		                RF Cox-Reese, October 18, 1951 
		                  Folder 898 | Box 53 | RG 1.1 | Series 200 

		                   Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

16.         New York Journal article, January 22, 1951 
		                  Folder 898 | Box 53 | RG 1.1 | Series 200 

		                   Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

17.         RF Grant to Cornell for Study of Civil Liberties, 
		                May 19, 1944 
		                  Folder 3896 | Box 327 | RG 1.1 | Series 200 

		                   Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

14.         Letter to Joseph Willits on backlash against Walter Gellhorn, 
		                February 15, 1944 
		                  Folder 3899 | Box 327 | RG 1.1 | Series 200 

		                   Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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18.         Speech of Hon. E. E. Cox, RF Cox-Reece, August 1, 1951 
		                  Folder 898 | Box 53 | RG 1.1 | Series 200 

		                   Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

19.         Summary of Conversation with Robert Cushman,  
		                Joseph Willits, October 29, 1942 
		                  Folder 3896 | Box 327 | RG 1.1 | Series 200 

		                   Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

21.         Summary of Joseph Willits Conversation 
		                with George Sokolsky, November 16, 1949 
		                  Folder 3899 | Box 327 | RG 1.1 | Series 200 

		                   Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

22.         The World Food Problem, Agriculture, and  
		                The Rockefeller Foundation, June 21, 1951 
		                  Folder 23 | Box 3 | RG 3 | Series 915 

		                   Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

20.         Summary of Cornell Civil Liberties Studies, 
		                Joseph Willits, RF Cox-Reece, June 9, 1954 
		                  Folder 681 | Box 36 | RG 1.1 | Series 200 

		                   Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

Cold War | Document Guide
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 1

Frederick P. Muhlhauser letter, February 13, 1951 
Folder 2847, Box 297, Series 30, Commonwealth Fund records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 2 

High Commissioner Donnelly’s Address at Salzburg Seminar, January 21, 1951,  
Folder 2847, Box 297, Series 30, Commonwealth Fund records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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High Commissioner Donnelly’s Address at Salzburg Seminar, January 21, 1951,  
Folder 2847, Box 297, Series 30, Commonwealth Fund records, Rockefeller Archive Center.

PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 2 CONTINUED
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 3

Speech by Dexter Perkins at the Opening Ceremony of the Salzburg Seminar, January 21, 1951 
Folder 2847, Box 297, Series 30, Commonwealth Fund records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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Speech by Dexter Perkins at the Opening Ceremony of the Salzburg Seminar, January 21, 1951 
Folder 2847, Box 297, Series 30, Commonwealth Fund records, Rockefeller Archive Center.

PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 3 CONTINUED
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 4

J.H. Willits to David H. Stevens, Area Sudies memo, October 21, 1948 
Folder 165, Box 31, RG 3.2, Series 900, Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 4 CONTINUED

J.H. Willits to David H. Stevens, Area Sudies memo, October 21, 1948 
Folder 165, Box 31, RG 3.2, Series 900, Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 4 CONTINUED

J.H. Willits to David H. Stevens, Area Sudies memo, October 21, 1948 
Folder 165, Box 31, RG 3.2, Series 900, Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 4 CONTINUED

J.H. Willits to David H. Stevens, Area Sudies memo, October 21, 1948 
Folder 165, Box 31, RG 3.2, Series 900, Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 4 CONTINUED

J.H. Willits to David H. Stevens, Area Sudies memo, October 21, 1948 
Folder 165, Box 31, RG 3.2, Series 900, Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 4 CONTINUED

J.H. Willits to David H. Stevens, Area Sudies memo, October 21, 1948 
Folder 165, Box 31, RG 3.2, Series 900, Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 4 CONTINUED

J.H. Willits to David H. Stevens, Area Sudies memo, October 21, 1948 
Folder 165, Box 31, RG 3.2, Series 900, Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 4 CONTINUED

J.H. Willits to David H. Stevens, Area Sudies memo, October 21, 1948 
Folder 165, Box 31, RG 3.2, Series 900, Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 4 CONTINUED

J.H. Willits to David H. Stevens, Area Sudies memo, October 21, 1948 
Folder 165, Box 31, RG 3.2, Series 900, Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 4 CONTINUED

J.H. Willits to David H. Stevens, Area Sudies memo, October 21, 1948 
Folder 165, Box 31, RG 3.2, Series 900, Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 4 CONTINUED

J.H. Willits to David H. Stevens, Area Sudies memo, October 21, 1948 
Folder 165, Box 31, RG 3.2, Series 900, Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 5

W. McNeil Lowry to William McPeak, A Program of Philanthropic Support of the Humanities and Creative Arts,  
February 9, 1956, Catalogued Reports 10624, Box 429, Ford Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 5 CONTINUED

W. McNeil Lowry to William McPeak, A Program of Philanthropic Support of the Humanities and Creative Arts,  
February 9, 1956, Catalogued Reports 10624, Box 429, Ford Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 5 CONTINUED

W. McNeil Lowry to William McPeak, A Program of Philanthropic Support of the Humanities and Creative Arts,  
February 9, 1956, Catalogued Reports 10624, Box 429, Ford Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 5 CONTINUED

W. McNeil Lowry to William McPeak, A Program of Philanthropic Support of the Humanities and Creative Arts,  
February 9, 1956, Catalogued Reports 10624, Box 429, Ford Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 5 CONTINUED

W. McNeil Lowry to William McPeak, A Program of Philanthropic Support of the Humanities and Creative Arts,  
February 9, 1956, Catalogued Reports 10624, Box 429, Ford Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 5 CONTINUED

W. McNeil Lowry to William McPeak, A Program of Philanthropic Support of the Humanities and Creative Arts,  
February 9, 1956, Catalogued Reports 10624, Box 429, Ford Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 5 CONTINUED

W. McNeil Lowry to William McPeak, A Program of Philanthropic Support of the Humanities and Creative Arts,  
February 9, 1956, Catalogued Reports 10624, Box 429, Ford Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 5 CONTINUED

W. McNeil Lowry to William McPeak, A Program of Philanthropic Support of the Humanities and Creative Arts,  
February 9, 1956, Catalogued Reports 10624, Box 429, Ford Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 5 CONTINUED

W. McNeil Lowry to William McPeak, A Program of Philanthropic Support of the Humanities and Creative Arts,  
February 9, 1956, Catalogued Reports 10624, Box 429, Ford Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 5 CONTINUED

W. McNeil Lowry to William McPeak, A Program of Philanthropic Support of the Humanities and Creative Arts,  
February 9, 1956, Catalogued Reports 10624, Box 429, Ford Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 5 CONTINUED

W. McNeil Lowry to William McPeak, A Program of Philanthropic Support of the Humanities and Creative Arts,  
February 9, 1956, Catalogued Reports 10624, Box 429, Ford Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 5 CONTINUED

W. McNeil Lowry to William McPeak, A Program of Philanthropic Support of the Humanities and Creative Arts,  
February 9, 1956, Catalogued Reports 10624, Box 429, Ford Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 5 CONTINUED

W. McNeil Lowry to William McPeak, A Program of Philanthropic Support of the Humanities and Creative Arts,  
February 9, 1956, Catalogued Reports 10624, Box 429, Ford Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 5 CONTINUED

W. McNeil Lowry to William McPeak, A Program of Philanthropic Support of the Humanities and Creative Arts,  
February 9, 1956, Catalogued Reports 10624, Box 429, Ford Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 6

Cornell Research in Civil Liberties Proposal, Robert Cushman, n.d. 
Folder 3896, Box 327, R.G. 1.1, Series 200, Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 6 CONTINUED

Cornell Research in Civil Liberties Proposal, Robert Cushman, n.d. 
Folder 3896, Box 327, R.G. 1.1, Series 200, Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 6 CONTINUED

Cornell Research in Civil Liberties Proposal, Robert Cushman, n.d. 
Folder 3896, Box 327, R.G. 1.1, Series 200, Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 6 CONTINUED

Cornell Research in Civil Liberties Proposal, Robert Cushman, n.d. 
Folder 3896, Box 327, R.G. 1.1, Series 200, Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 6 CONTINUED

Cornell Research in Civil Liberties Proposal, Robert Cushman, n.d. 
Folder 3896, Box 327, R.G. 1.1, Series 200, Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 6 CONTINUED

Cornell Research in Civil Liberties Proposal, Robert Cushman, n.d. 
Folder 3896, Box 327, R.G. 1.1, Series 200, Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 6 CONTINUED

Cornell Research in Civil Liberties Proposal, Robert Cushman, n.d. 
Folder 3896, Box 327, R.G. 1.1, Series 200, Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 7

Cornell University Press Letter to Joseph Willits, Mary Alice Boothroyd, August 9, 1954 
Folder 3903, Box 328, RG 1.1, Series 200, Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 8

Cushman Letter to Joseph Willits on support for RF-funded study, September 24,1947 
Folder 3897, Box 327, RG 1.1, Series 200, Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 8 CONTINUED

Cushman Letter to Joseph Willits on support for RF-funded study, September 24,1947 
Folder 3897, Box 327, RG 1.1, Series 200, Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 9
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PRIMARY SOURCE 
WORKSHOP SUMMARY

Cold War | Workshop Summary

Time needed to complete workshop: 1 hour 30 minutes

In this workshop, students assume the roles of foundation program officers identifying the benefits and risks associated 

with the programs being proposed for funding during the Cold War. After a close read of the documents and small group 

discussion, the students will engage in a whole-class debate about which of the programs offers the most effective 

weapon to further American Cold War interests. They should be encouraged to reference information from the primary 

source documents as evidence for their stance during the debate.

This workshop was developed for Victoria Phillips’ Women as Cold War Weapons course at Columbia University. The 

workshop was facilitated at the Rockefeller Archive Center during the Fall 2019 semester. The documents included 

in this educational resource can be shared with students before the workshop, or the educator may choose to use a 

selection of the digitized primary sources depending on the length of time they are planning to dedicate to the workshop. 

exercise procedure: 

45 minutes - 1 hour: Independent, Small Group Work, Whole Group Work 

•	 Students are briefed on the historical context in which the documents are to be read

•	 Students are briefed on the selected primary sources

•	 Assuming the role of foundation program officers, students independently close read the proposed programs to fund

•	 The students should be encouraged to take notes using the primary sources and identify any Cold War strategies 

used by the foundation

•	 After independently reading the documents, the students will share their notes in a small groups and start to 

articulate the benefits and risks of each program

•	 Each small group will be asked to represent one of the programs and share out the benefits and risks they identified 

in the documents

•	 Collectively, the class debates which of the programs is the most effective weapon to further Cold War interest

•	 Reflection: Students look for connections/commonalities among the documents
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FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS

Cold War | Follow-Up Questions

•	 Describe how your close read was affected knowing you were looking 
at these primary sources through the lens of foundation decision 
making during the Cold War. 

•	 Describe Cold War strategies used by the foundations. 

•	 What were your expectations going into the exercise? 

•	 What was most challenging when articulating your arguments  
for and against funding? 

•	 What experiences have you had working with primary sources before 
this exercise? 

•	 How did the primary sources affect your interest or investment  
in the exercise?
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Marissa Vassari is Education Program Manager at the Rockefeller Archive Center.  
She coordinates the Archival Educators Roundtable to facilitate communication 
among professionals who use primary sources in public outreach and teaching.  
She holds a BA in Psychology and Special Education, an MA in Childhood  
Education, and an MLIS degree with an Archival Studies specialization. 

Barry Goldberg was a Research Fellow at the Rockefeller Archive Center,  
2018-2020. He earned his PhD in History from the CUNY Graduate Center and  
has written for numerous publications. Barry has ten years of teaching experience  
at the high school and college level. As a postdoctoral scholar, he has developed 
public-facing projects at several archives and museums. 
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Elizabeth Berkowitz was the 2018–2020 Mellon/ACLS Public Fellow at the 
Rockefeller Archive Center, where she worked as the Outreach Program  
Manager for the Research and Education division. An art historian, Elizabeth  
has taught extensively in museums and universities, and has published both  
popular and academic articles. She holds a BA in Art History and English, 
an MA in Modern Art, a Graduate Certificate in Museum Studies, and 
a PhD in Art History.
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The Rockefeller Archive Center (RAC) is a major 
repository and research center dedicated to the  
study of organized philanthropy and the Third Sector.  
It holds the records of over forty major foundations,  
cultural organizations, and research institutions, as  
well as the papers of over one hundred individuals  
associated with these organizations.

The Research and Education (R&E) Program at the  
RAC brings together historians, educators, and archivists  
to explore topics in the history of philanthropy for public, 
scholarly, and professional audiences and to cultivate new 
audiences for archival research. The team’s activities include 
digital publishing, conferences and workshops, educational 
outreach, practitioner engagement, and a competitive 
research stipend award program.

R&E develops and makes available archive-based 
interdisciplinary projects and curricula for levels  
ranging from upper elementary grades to graduate  
study. These materials support the development of 
information literacy and research skills, as well as  
deeper engagement with primary sources and the  
practice of history. R&E also works to strengthen the  
bridge between education and archives by hosting  
workshops and discussions for a growing professional  
network through its Archival Educators Roundtable.
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www.rockarch.org 
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