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HOW TO USE
THIS PRIMARY
SOURCE SET

The primary sources in this set can be used
for inquiry-based learning exercises and
projects. Each document falls under the
umbrella topic of voter education, and
students are encouraged to annotate in the
margins in order to support the development
of document analysis and critical thinking
skills. Suggested projects that make use of
this set’s primary sources are also included
for the educator as a springboard for
research-based projects.



HISTORICAL
CONTEXT

The right to vote is a fundamental tenet of a
democratic society. In the United States of
America, countless social activists have waged
hard-fought battles to ensure that every American
citizen can vote, and therefore can have an equal
voice in the governance of the nation.

The documents that follow— held at the
Rockefeller Archive Center— demonstrate the
various ways that philanthropy has supported
voter education over the last century.
Philanthropy is the distribution of funds by
individuals or organizations for the public good.

These materials illustrate some of the historic
barriers that have prevented Americans from voting,
as well as the organized strategies intended to
promote voter participation including:

e Documents showing the struggles women
suffragists faced in the early twentieth-century
prior to the ratification of the Nineteenth
Amendment, which granted women the right
tovote in 1920, and the later work of
organizations such as the League of Women
Voters to educate female voters.

e Documents from the Voter Education Project
(VEP) during and prior to the racial upheavals of
the American Civil Rights Movement highlight
efforts to guarantee African-American
voting rights.

e Anoutline of the “Rock the Vote” campaign
illustrates more recent attempts to raise
youth voting turnout at the dawn of the new
millennium.
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Together these groups of primary sources serve

as a springboard for further research. With these
materials in hand, students can then examine the
various obstacles to full political participation faced
by disenfranchised Americans across the twentieth
century, the ways in which voting can affect social
change, and the continued need for civic education
today.
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HISTORY IN BRIEF:

WOMEN'S RIGHT TO
VOTE IN AMERICA

e Conversations about women'’s participation in
American government date to the founding of
the United States of Americain 1776.

e The first women'’s rights convention in America
was held from July 19-20, 1848 in Seneca Falls,
New York, and is popularly known today as the
Seneca Falls Convention.

e Atthe Seneca Falls Convention, suffragette
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, who helped organize
the 1848 meeting alongside African-American
abolitionist Frederick Douglass and other
grassroots organizers, discussed a manifesto
onwomen’s right entitled the “Declaration
of Sentiments.”’

e After the Civil War ended in 1865, debate
surrounding the women'’s vote intensified.

e In 1870, Congress passed the Fifteenth
Amendment, which prohibited the denial
of voting rights by “race, color or previous
condition of servitude,” but women were
still unable to vote.

e Some states provided women with at least
partial voting rights in the late-nineteenth
and early-twentieth century through
amendments to state constitutions, but full
voting rights were not guaranteed to all
female citizens until the ratification of the
Nineteenth Amendment in 1920.

Photo: Portrait of Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, n.d.
Folder 663, Box 54, Russell Sage Foundation Photographs,
Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

e Onthe heels of the Nineteenth Amendment,
in 1920, Carrie Chapman Catt, a former teacher
turned voting rights activist, founded the League
of Women Voters to empower women to speak
up and help shape national and local policies.

e Many players participated in the fight for
women'’s suffrage, crossing class and race
lines over many decades.

e Asanexample: Margaret Olivia Sage, who
established one of the twentieth century’s
most influential philanthropies—the Russell
Sage Foundation—made many gifts of financial
backing to women'’s education and rights.



HISTORY IN BRIEF:

AFRICAN AMERICAN RIGHT
TO VOTE IN AMERICA

e  When the United States of America was
established as an independent nation by the
Continental Congress in 1776, most black
inhabitants of the country were still held as
slaves. President Abraham Lincoln’s 1863
Emancipation Proclamation and the conclusion
of the American Civil War in 1865 granted
freedom to all those formerly enslaved.

e However, African-Americans were not
immediately granted the same rights and
privileges enjoyed by white citizens.

e In 1868, the Fourteenth Amendment to the
American Constitution granted African-
Americans citizenship, but not the right to vote.

e Theratification of the Fifteenth Amendment
two years later, in 1870, solved this problem,
but many states continued to practice voter
suppression tactics designed to limit black
voting.

e Inthe 1950s and the 1960s, the American Civil
Rights Movement, led by individuals such Martin
Luther King, Jr. and Rosa Parks, mobilized many
African-Americans and white supporters to
work toward ending the discriminatory policies
and racial segregation that had prevented true
equality.

Voter Education | Historical Context

The VEP (Voter Education Project) was

created in 1961 as a collaborative effort by
philanthropists, the Department of Justice,

and several major civil rights leaders, including
Martin Luther King, Jr. and Roy Wilkins,
Executive Secretary of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP).

Under the auspices of the Southern Regional
Council, the VEP distributed funds from private
foundations to support grassroots voting drives,
voter education, and voter protection activities
that could ensure African-Americans’ safe
exercise of their civic rights at the voting booth.

The passage of the Voting Rights Act in 1965
helped protect African-Americans’ and other
minority groups’ right to vote by making voter
suppression techniques illegal.

As these documents suggest, concerns regarding
black voter suppression remain ongoing and
organizations continue to support initiatives to
ensure that all American citizens, regardless of
race, gender, class, or creed can have a voice in
the governance of the United States of America.
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“IN NECESSARIIS UNITAS, IN DUBNS LIBERTAS, IN OMNIBUS CARITAS"

International Uloman Suffrage Ellliance

PRESIDENT, CARRIE CHAPMAN CATT,
2 WEST 86t STREET, NEW YORK, U,S.A.

18T Vice-PRESIDENT, MILLICENT FAWCETT, LL.D.
2 GOWER STREET, LONDON, ENGLAND.

2nD Vice-PResIDENT, ANNIE FURUHJELM,
HELSINGFORS, FINLAND.

SecrReTARIES, MARTINA KRAMERS,

92 KRUISKADE, ROTTERDAM, HOLLAND.

ANNA LINDEMANN.
DEGERLOCH, STUTTGART, GERMANY

SIGNE BERGMAN,
10a ARSENALSGATAN, STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN.

TREASURER, ADELA STANTON COIT, 30 HYDE PARK GATE, LONDON, ENGLAND.

AFFILIATED ASSOCIATIONS. ~ // / 7//

Australia:

Bulgaria: s
Woman's Rights Alliance.
President : MME. 1. MALINOFF

Women’s Political Association,
President : Miss ViDA GOLDSTEIN. -
Whitehall, Bank Place, Melbourne. M : .
-Uliza Graf-Ignatieff 11, Sofia.

Belgium : ——

President : MME, DR, JULIE GILAIN, /
Canada: 5 ‘% é’

Bibior Womsn Sutwgs Awossion.  pprp-r0CL DLE

President : DR. AuGUsTA STOWE GULLEN,

461 Spadina Avenue, Toronto. 5

Denmark: r ~

Danske Kvindeforenigers Val bund

President : FRU LoUISE NORLUND, W

L

39 Rue Charles Martel, Brussels.
28 Ahlefeldtsgade, Copenhagen,
il ettt U ?Mﬁhm
1nsl vinnosakstorbundet nionem,
President: ANSIE FURUHJELM, P2l
Helsingfors. E:

France:

President: MME, DR, JEANNE E. SCHMAHL, - »
41 Rue Gazan, Paris, M = Y A
Germany: 2
Deutscher Verband fiir Frauenstimmrecht.
President: Dr. JUR. ANITA AUGSPURG,
Huglfing, Oberbayern,

Great Britain:
Union of Woman Suffrage Societies, % M Zh
President ;: MRs. MILLICENT FAWCETT,
2 Gower Street, London.

Hungary: =
Feministak Egyesulete, M M W Cozt
President : FRAULEIN VILMA GLUCKLICH, 6

V1 Kemnitzer-u-19, Budapest.

Italy: “
Comitato Nazionale per il Voto Alla Donna.
President : SIGNORA GIACENTA MARTINI,
Piazza Pilotta 5, Rome. Ceiat P ver

Netherlands:
5 8

S e ) ‘//‘aw %
President: Dr. ALETTA JACOES, 14 W
Tesselschadestraat, Amsterdam. =
Norwfv T Sl
President: FRu F. M. Qvam, =
jevran per Stenkjaer.
Russia:
Union of Defenders of Women'’s Rights.
Secretary: Mme. MaRIE_ TSCHEKOFF, S
Rue Nikolaevskaia, Maison 84, log 9, St. Petef Sburg W
Servia: }
President: MRS, SAVKA SUBBOTITCH,
17 Brancova ouliza, Belgrade. G
South Africa: <
Cape Colony: Women's Enfranchisement Leagu 5 ﬁ
President : MRS. IRENE ASHBY MACFADYEN
LUNDERSTON, Plumstead.

Natal ; Women's Suffrage League.
President: MRs. OONA ANKETILL,
160 Bellevue Road, Durban.

Sweden

Landsforeningen for Kvinnans Politiska Rostratt, =
President : DR. LypiA WAHLSTRSM,
; d
- 22 Johannesgatan, Stockholm. - »€
Switzerland ; 2
Verband fiir Frauenstimmrecht.
President: M. M. de Morsier, Deputy, ,& 5 =
Geneva. = e 8
The Hni_ted States: W 7’ [ :
Anna H. $ 4

4

ational-American Woman Suffrage Associatidn.
President : REv. ANNA H. Snaw,
Moylan, Penn, W \5 ZZ‘ o
AFFILIATED COMMITTEES. (/) ( @/ ' Q/(/L// Ve ;
Austria: /-
Frau E. von Furrn,
VIIL Reichsratsgasse, Vienna. 2
Bohemia : %,
Miss M. S"\‘/EP;N:;OVA,
28 Vsehrdova, Prague 111 /%? @ w M

Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1, 1911
Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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Carrie Chapman Catt to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, April 1,1911
Folder 996, Box 98, Series 10, Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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Mgs. CARRIE CHAPMAN CATT
HONORARY CHAIRMAN

Miss MARY GARRETT HAY

CHAIRMAN

Mrs. MARTHA WENTWORTH SUFFREN

VICE-CHAII

MgS. THOMAS BUCKLIN WELLS

WOMAN SUFFRAGE PARTY

OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK
MANHATTAN BOROUGH

Mgs. JAMES LEES LAIDLAW, CHAIRMAN

Mgs. MARIE JENNY HOWE, DIRECTOR
BRONX BOROUGH

Mars. JOHN JAY MCKELVEY, CHAIRMAN

Mgs. HENRIETTA SPEKE SEELEY, DIRECTOR
BROOKLYN BOROUGH

Mrs, H. EDWARD DREIER, CHAIRMAN

Mrs. CORNELIA K. HOOD, DIRECTOR

A UNION FOR POLITICAL WORK OF EXISTING
EQUAL SUFFRAGE ORGANIZATIONS
HEADQUARTERS
48 EAST 34TH STREET

TWO DOORS FROM MADISON AVENUE

RMAN

SECRETARY

Mgs. MARGARET CHANLER ALDRICH

QUEENS BOROUGH

SELO Mrs. ALFRED J. ENO, CHAIRMAN

TELEPHONE MURRAY HILL
TREASURER 6311 M&s. JOSEPH FITCH, DIRECTOR
< RicHMOND BOROUGH
BN U i Mes. WILLIAM G. WILLCOX, CHAIRMAN
BrOOKLYN—27 LAFAYETTE AVENUE Prnae oy Mss. SIDNEY A. REEVE, DIRECTOR

Mary Garrett Hay to Ma

NEWTCEE  oued. 1010,

Mrs. Russell 3age
604 Fifth Avenue
City.

Dear lrs, Sage:-

Will the Wpman Suffrage
Anendment to be voted on by the voters Nov. 2nd
carry? This is asked us every day. The
answer will very largely depend upon you.
Will you do your partsg

We are entering upon the
final stage of a very hard and strenuous campaign
and the outlook is exceedingly hopeful, We
do not want to leave a stone unturned to win
victory, and we propose to wind up this mag-
nificent campaign by holding two great lass Meet-
ings in Carnegie Hall- one on Friday evening, Oct-
ober 22nd and the other on Friday evening, Octobsr
29th.

Every suffragist must atfend
these lass Meetings. We want the hall full o
overflowing on these two occasions, in order to
answer the argument of our opponents that there
is no real sentiment for Woman Suffrage and that
the majority of men and women do not want it.

Then, too, there is always
great enthusiasm when there is a erowded house
and this helps the speakers and secures good

Press reports.

e

L 23

rgaret Olivia Russell Sage, October 4, 1915

Folder 997, Box 99, Series 10, Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

10



PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 2 conTtiNuED

Voter Education | Document 2

Mary Garrett Hay to Margaret Olivia Russell Sage, October 4, 1915
Folder 997, Box 99, Series 10, Russell Sage Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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HOW WILL YOU VOTE ON THE NEW YORK STATE
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

"Shall there be a convention to revise the constitution and amend the same?"

If the vote is "YES"

189 delegates to the convention will be elected Nov L 95
The convention will meet April, 1959.

The New York State Coﬂsiltuhon is a long, detall
. It includes articles detemih)ag Home Rule, Court
n ent, Legislative Procedures, Suffrage, Education, and
‘affecting every New York State Citizen.

of government in the
Organization, App:
many other provisio;

A constitutional convention has authority to prepare pro-
posed amendments to any part of the state constitution,
or to propose general revisions which could include sim-
plification. It can submit its proposals as separate amend-
ments or as a new constitution. The proposals of the
convention go to the voters for final decision.

-

"YES" voters are saying

It provides a once-a-generation chance for the people to focu
their attention on the fundamental law of the state.

The legislature never has time to look at the constitution as
whole and therefore tends to deal only with piecemeal repa
jobs.

Controversial but needed changes can be examined mo
objectively in a convention than under the political stress of
legislative session.

The constitution must be brought up to date to meet the chang-
ing needs of our progressive state.

A convention in no way affects the regular legislative process of amending the constitution.

This question will be ber (1) on the top line of your
voting machine, for your “YES” or “NO” vote. z

If the vote is "NO"

uestion will be on the ballot again, by law, in 20
nless the legislature submits it before then.

dmment covering all areas

A convention dees not have a time limit. (The 1938 con-
vention was in session for nearly 5 months.) Delegates
consider hundreds of proposals suggested by public and
i _individuals, and delegates. Only those
najority vote of the convention are sub-

"NO" voters are saying

blic interest in a convention cannot be expected, since the
people are not interested in such complex matters.

- The legislative process of amending the constitution provides
~ careful consideration of changes by two separately elected

legislatures.

Special interest and political pressures operate on convention
elegates as well as on legislators. Delegates are no more
objective than legislators.

Q.

Changes required in the constitution can be achieved by

~ means less costly than a convention.

MAKE : VOTE
uP Amendments are proposed by the legislature, passed by two separately elected THE
legislatures, and submitted to the voters for final decision. This
YOUR is the process by which the six proposed amendments are TOP

on the top line of the voting machine. LINE

More About the Constitutional Convention and the Amendments on the inside pages

Westchester League of Women Voters, “Facts for Voters,” 1957
Folder 88, Box 14, Series D, Office of the Messrs. Rockefeller records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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You must be registered to be eligible to vote

QUALIFICATIONS

1. 21 years old, on or before November 5th

2. A citizen of the U. S. by birth, or by naturalization, on or
before August 7th

3. A resident, immediately prior to November 5th, of at least
1 year in New York State, 4 months in your county, city or
village — 30 days in your election district

4. Able to read and write English — new and first voters
must show proof of literacy.

LOCAL REGISTRATION DATES

Where Annual Registration is in effect:—

NON-PERSONAL DISTRICTS
@ctld et o5 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Oct. 19 1 p.m. to 10 p.m.

PERSONAL DISTRICTS
Oct. 11,12, 18 . 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
L Orick. 19 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Where Permanent Personal Registration is in effect:—

NEW YORK CITY AND WESTCHESTER COUNTY
Sepl R =0ty 12 - i - = e S Fam, to 10:30 p-m.
Sept. 30, Oct. 1,2,3,7,8,9,10,11 5:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.

ERIE, MONROE, CHEMUNG AND PUTNAM COUNTIES
Oct=2,"3,-7, 8, 9, 10,11 . 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
et 2, i 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.

BROOME, NASSAU AND SCHENECTADY COUNTIES
Oct. 10 . . 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Oct.212" 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.

(Two-thirds of the voters of the state are now privileged to register per-
manently. The counties requiring only 2 days of local registration are
operating under this system for the 2nd or 3rd year.)

ABSENTEE REGISTRATION

Permitted if it can be verified that you are unable to appear
personally to register due to:—

1. lllness or physical disability

2. Duties, occupation or business outside of New York State

Application form for absentee registration may be obtained at
boards of election beginning May 1st, and must be returned
by the last day of local registration. Spouse, parent or child
accompanying such voters may also apply if otherwise quali-
fied and a resident of the same election district.

IN THE POLITICAL PARTY
OF YOUR CHOICE
WHEN YOU REGISTER
(in non-personal districts,
enroll when you vote)

This will make you eligible to vote
in the 1958 Primary Election.

Additional copies:— $100/10,000

$60/5,000

Voter Education | Document 3

PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 3 conTiNuED

ELECTION DAY — NOVEMBER 5th
6 AAM. TO 7 P.M.

ABSENTEE VOTING

Permitted if you are registered and can show proof of being
unable to appear personally at your local polling place
because of: —

1. lllness or physical disability

2. Duties, occupation or business require you to be outside
county of residence. Also applies to spouse, parent or
child accompanying such voter if otherwise qualified and
from same election district

Apply for absentee ballot when registering, or between Oct.
7th and 29th, either by mail or in person at boards of election.
Ballots must be returned to, and received by boards of election,
by Nov. 1st.

ARMED FORCES VOTING
If qualified to vote, members apply for an absentee ballot
giving home and military address, and signature. Previous
registration not necessary. Apply —

(By Mail) before October 24th
Secretary of State

Div. of Servicemen’s Voting
Albany 1, New York

(In Person) at boards of election
by noon November 2nd

(Also permitted for those honor-
ably discharged after October 1st)

How to use the voting machine

OFFICES =P I

1. Pull the large handle towards your left to close the curtain.
Leave it in this position. If you need assistance part the
curtain with your hand.

2. Amendments and Questions listed across the top with a
"YES" and a "NO" pointer.

3. Offices to be filled listed across the machine, directly be-
low amendments.

4. Names and symbols of political parties listed at extreme
left of candidates’ names.

5. Pull down the pointer over name of candidate for whom
you are voting. LEAVE THE POINTER DOWN.

6. If you make a mistake, push pointer up and start over
again. Do not feel rushed. You are allowed 3 minutes.

BE SURE TO LEAVE THE POINTER DOWN OVER
EACH ONE OF YOUR VOTES.

7. When finished voting, pull the large handle to your right.
This automatically records your vote, snaps all pointers
back up, opens the curtain and leaves machine ready for
next voter.

$15/1000  $10/500  $2.50/100 -

Westchester League of Women Voters, “Facts for Voters,” 1957
Folder 88, Box 14, Series D, Office of the Messrs. Rockefeller records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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The Development of Program

With an emphasis on increased citizen involvement, even where
there is a voter registration component, several priorities are essential
as VEP restructures its program. These are:

(1) VEP must target its programs. There are no illusions that VEP
should be a catch-all, be-all agency. Nor are there illusions that, with
the possible exception of research and commmications, the agency will have
the resources to blanket the region.

Several criteria are important. For instance, in addition to voter
registration statistics, it will be necessary to identify local groups and
agencies and to determine how to reach them, to know the median income of
the area, to have an economic profile on the potential area and to assess
the potential economic growth areas. This is not to suggest that the most
""promising' area should be targeted for VEP program. In fact a targeted
area might be among the most depressed in the South. It is to suggest that
a total community profile is necessary, including especially, present
economic reality and economic potential before program areas are selected.

(2) VEP will intensify its efforts to identify, work with, promote
the interests of and in some instances expand the potential of local groups
involved in community organization, voter registration and economic develop-
ment. There may be times when VEP will feel it necessary to create such
groups, but the first emphasis is on that of working with those which now
exists

VEP recognizes the wealth of talent, resources and experience that now
exists throughout the region. In the past,utilitization of these resources

has been limited and the coordination of programs has been inadequate. VEP

i

Voter Education Project, Excerpt from “VEP Goals, Methods, Priorities for the 1980s,” November 13, 1979
Folder 2297, RG Projects 1, Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center

14
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will fully develop the potential for working with, learning from and as-
sisting these local groups.

This priority is commented on further under the subjects ''community
approach" and ''research."

(3) VEP must organize and expand the state advisory committees.

These committees were established to give the central office outreach into
the various sections of the region and to provide a mechanism whereby
individuals and groups could provide input into the central office. While
done largely through financial necessity in lieu of financing state direc-
tors and college-related state service centers, this structure proved
valuable to VEP. State advisory committees will be reorganized and in some
instances expanded to reflect the concerns, needs, and interests of each
sitate.

In the past the state advisory committee has assumed a passive, ad-
visory role. VEP will now ask members of the committees to assume an active
program role. Functions of the advisory committees will include:

1. Keeping VEP informed of events and needs

2. Serving as the outreach into local communities for VEP interests

3. Sponsoring state-wide and local conferences for commumity leader-
ship, workers and elected officials

4. Assisting the VEP staff in targeting areas for programs

5. Developing original programs toward meeting the needs of the
Sbate

6. Monitoring state-clection law changes

Commmity Program Approach

Henceforth, VEP must approach a community with an understanding of,
and the tools and resources for total commmity involvement in J

-5-

Voter Education Project, Excerpt from “VEP Goals, Methods, Priorities for the 1980s,” November 13, 1979
Folder 2297, RG Projects 1, Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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the quest for commmity improvement. For instance, in voter registration
the shifting interest to participation would not involve abandoning the
voter registration role, but rather, in seeing that role as one factor only
in the total thrust of commmity development. Where voter registration is
needed, every effort should be made to see that it is included as an
additional program for existing local groups or agencies engaged in other
but related activities.

In this new approach the entire subject of economic development
becomes of the utmost importance. In fact, VEP and other experiences have
shown that frequently, local thrusts in economic development come before
effective voter registration. Rarely does an individual give uridue impor-
tance to access to the ballot where there is not access to an income.

VEP materials and training programs, formal and informal, will stress
the interdependence of political strength and economic opportunity. In its
educational programs, VEP will stress not just to Blacks and other elected
officials, but to the total commmity leadership, the government financial
assistance available, the means of getting this assistance and the avenues
and mechanisms for seeking relief of economic grievance.

VEP will stress the necessity of merging political and economic interests
within local commmities. All too frequent, distinct groups such as Black
elected officials, other political interest and economic development organi-
zations function separately and independently of each other. These local
groups must be made to understand the need for functional interdependence if
meaning ful progress is to be made. In approaching a local commmity, every
effort must be made to identify those groups and individuals especially
concerned with economic development, to assist them, and to incorporate their

interests and talents into the politically-oriented interests of the commmity.

(5=

Voter Education Project, Excerpt from “VEP Goals, Methods, Priorities for the 1980s,” November 13, 1979
Folder 2297, RG Projects 1, Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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Vol 1S TrpA ﬁ:%}iféiji

Pammuers

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

(404) 522-7495 FEBRUARY 6, 1985

BLACK 'TURNOUT IN NORTH CAROLINA INCREASED BY 63% LN NOV. ELECTION

An cstimated 452,000 black North Carolinians voted in the 1984

presidential—election. This figure represents an increase of 63%
over the estimated 277,000 black North Carolinians who voted in
1980. The 1984 cstimate is from a Voter Education Project (VEP)

study based upon an analysis of the presidential election returns
from [ifty-one predominantly black and 247 predominantly white
North Carolina precincts.

Most of the increase in black turnout is attributable to the
41% net increase between 1980 and 1984 in the number of blacks
registered in North Carolina. Of thosé blacks registered in 1984,
64% cast ballots in the presidential election. In comparison, 72%
ol North Carolina’s registered whites cast a ballot for president.
The black turnout rate of 64% represents a slight increase from the
6:3% black tarnout rate in 1980.

The presidential vote in North Carolina followed the pattern of
racial polarization observed in all the states analyzed to date by
the VEP Resecarch Dept. (Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Louisiana,
Mississippi, South Carolina, Virginia). Ronald Reagan received 62%
of the white vote, but only 4% of the black vote in North Carolina.
On the other hand, Walter Mondale received 38% of the white vote,
but 96% ol the black vete.  These figures are VEP estimates.

Third party candidates David Bergland (Libertarian Party) and
M1 Mason (Socialist Workers Party) received less than an estimated
0.3% of the white vote and slightly more than 0.1% of the black
vote between them.

Reagan received almost all (an estimated 98.7%) of his North
Carolina vote from whites. Mondale, in contrast, received slightly
more than half (51%) of his North Carolina vote from blacks.
Bergland and Mason each got most of their votes from whites (92% and
81% respectively):

The North Carolina study is part of the VEP Research Dept.’s
ongoing study of the comparison of black and white participation in

the 1984 presidential election in the eleven southern states. The
full report will be issued later in 1985.

RS
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1

Voter Education Project, Press Release, February 6, 1985
Box R2379, RG 1, Rockefeller Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 6

It’s—OUR TURN

OUR TURN is a ten-month long campaign that will bring together
the power of network television, the Internet, and voter-generated
video to rock Election Day 2000 like never before.

Through OUR TURN, Rock the Vote and BNN will put power into
the hands of young people across the country by giving them the
ability to communicate and participate, and encouraging them to
register to vote and get to the polls on Election Day.

R i g
E.
TE

“Rock the Vote,” 2000
Box 191, Series 9, RG 4, Markle Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 6 conTiNuED

What does Rock the Vote want to know from young
people?

e How are you making change in your community?

e What do you want candidates to know about yourself and
your generation?

e What do you want to see happen in the 21* century?
e What are you going to do to make that happen?

When the story ideas come in...

Rock the Vote has partnered with Broadcast News Network to
develop the concept for OUR TURN. BNNTV producers will
contact the young story contributors, learn more about their
stories, and send them cameras to enable them to document
their own stories with their own words and images.

“Rock the Vote,” 2000
Box 191, Series 9, RG 4, Markle Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENT 6 conTiNuED

How will OUR TURN work?
To begin with . ..

Rock the Vote will put out the word that we are looking for
stories of real political power through

e a series of four print ads,

e a series of radio spots

e online virtual postcards (to enable young people to invite
their friends to contribute story ideas),

¢ and links from a network partner and Internet portal sites.

—all of which will drive traffic to the Rock the Vote web site.

“Rock the Vote,” 2000
Box 191, Series 9, RG 4, Markle Foundation records, Rockefeller Archive Center
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GUIDED QUESTIONS

DOCUMENT 1

1. Whois Mrs. Sage?
2. How would you describe women'’s suffrage?

DOCUMENT 2

1. How would you define a suffragist?
2. What was Mrs. Sage’s role in women suffrage, and how can you find out
more about Mrs. Sage’s role in women suffrage?

DOCUMENT 3

1. What was the New York State Constitutional Convention?
2. What are some of the qualifications for voting?

DOCUMENT 4

1. What does the acronym VEP stand for?
2. What were some of the VEP’s goals?

DOCUMENT 5

1. What was the VEP publicizing?
2. What is the North Carolina study?

DOCUMENT 6

1. What is one of the goals of Rock the Vote?
2. Who is the target audience of the Rock the Vote campaign?

21
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SUGGESTED PRIMARY
SOURCE PROJECTS

PROJECT 1

The students use provided documents to generate a research question.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
e Students will filter through documents to find archival sources of interest.
e Students will learn how to develop a research question.

e Students will learn about the research process.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS:
1. Howdid you hone your research question?
2. What was the research process like for you?

3.  What connections can you make between documents, daily life, and current issues?

PROJECT 2

The students create an annotated bibliography of primary and secondary sources related to voter education.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
e Students will be introduced to the primary source documents and start to analyze documents.
e Students will learn why and how to cite sources.

e Students will be introduced to pathfinders (links to useful primary and secondary sources).

REFLECTION QUESTIONS:
1. What were some useful searching strategies?
2. Why is an annotated bibliography a useful resource?

3. What are some differences between primary and secondary sources?
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SUGGESTED PRIMARY
SOU RCE PROJ ECTS (CONTINUED)

PROJECT 3

The students host a Research Forum where students share their voter education research with their peers.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
e Students will work on close reading, corroborating, and contextualizing primary and secondary sources.
e Students will present their research in an organized manner.

e Students will learn effective public speaking strategies.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS:
1. What were some of the tactics used in voter suppression?
2. Describe some of the individuals and organizations involved in voter education.

3. What were some important lessons you took away from your research?
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ABOUT US

Marissa Vassari is Education Program Manager at the Rockefeller Archive Center.
She founded the Archival Educators Roundtable to facilitate communication
among professionals who use primary sources in public outreach and teaching.
She holds a BA in Psychology and Special Education, an MA in Childhood
Education, and an MLIS degree with an Archival Studies specialization.

Elizabeth Berkowitz was the 2018-2020 Mellon/ACLS Public Fellow at the
Rockefeller Archive Center, where she worked as the Outreach Program
Manager for the Research and Education division. An art historian, Elizabeth
has taught extensively in museums and universities, and has published both
popular and academic articles. She holds a BA in Art History and English,

an MA in Modern Art, a Graduate Certificate in Museum Studies, and

a PhDin Art History.
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Voter Education | About Us

The Rockefeller Archive Center (RAC) is a major
repository and research center dedicated to the
study of organized philanthropy and the Third Sector.
It holds the records of over forty major foundations,
cultural organizations, and research institutions, as
well as the papers of over one hundred individuals
associated with these organizations.

The Research and Education (R&E) Program at the

RAC brings together historians, educators, and archivists

to explore topics in the history of philanthropy for public,
scholarly, and professional audiences and to cultivate new
audiences for archival research. The team’s activities include
digital publishing, conferences and workshops, educational
outreach, practitioner engagement, and a competitive
research stipend award program.

R&E develops and makes available archive-based
interdisciplinary projects and curricula for levels
ranging from upper elementary grades to graduate
study. These materials support the development of
information literacy and research skills, as well as
deeper engagement with primary sources and the
practice of history. R&E also works to strengthen the
bridge between education and archives by hosting
workshops and discussions for a growing professional
network through its Archival Educators Roundtable.
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CONTACT

Rockefeller Archive Center

15 Dayton Avenue
Sleepy Hollow, NY 10591

www.rockarch.org
education@rockarch.org
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