At City and Country School (C&C), an independent progressive elementary school in downtown Manhattan, I hold dual positions, working as both a research librarian and the school’s archivist. Having
started my career at the school 15 years ago as a classroom teacher, I moved into my role in the library
ten years ago, and added oversight of our decades-old Archives a few years later. It has been a tremendous experience to work simultaneously in the library and the Archives. Each year, I awaken to deeper
connections and conversations between the two – the two collections, the two institutional roles, and
the opportunities the two provide, on their own and in tandem, for meaningful learning experiences.
C&C opened in 1914, and has been a leader in progressive education since its inception. Founded on
the principle that children learn most meaningfully through play, the school is Social Studies-based
and structured around children’s explorations. In the Lower School, students engage with topics of
study through trips, experiences, and questions, expressing their observations and learning through
their play with a set of open-ended materials: wooden unit blocks, paints, clay, paper, and wood. These
open-ended materials were originally selected by Caroline Pratt, the school’s founder, and have remained as dynamic, relevant, and expressive as they were in 1914. As students progress through the
school, the open-ended materials through which they both learn and express their learning evolve, and
are of an increasingly academic nature. Books are, of course, one such considerable material, rendered
even more foundational by the fact that C&C considers individual student research to be the primary
means of engaging with Social Studies.

The Reynolds’ Project
The Advanced Placement United States History class at Haddonfield Memorial High School in New
Jersey dedicates a quarter of the school year to conducting archival research at the Historical Society
of Haddonfield. The emphasis of the assignment is on the correspondence between Principal William
“Bull” Reynolds of Haddonfield Memorial High School and his students who graduated or left high
school early to serve in World War II. The Historical Society of Haddonfield has the letters that both
Principal Reynolds wrote to his students and the letters from soldiers to their former principal.
Principal Reynolds kept the soldiers up to date about the town and school, including a copy of the
school newspaper the Haddon Higher. Depending on the responses he received from the soldiers his
letters became more informative and addressed their specific questions, like who won the homecoming
football game and what classes should be taught at the high school. Soldiers expressed their thanks for
the letters and quickly described their situation; many discussed their training and the significance of
their high school education in determining their role in the military. A few soldiers included photos and
shared stories of meeting other Haddonfield residents while serving. The students illustrate empathy
towards the soldiers in their resulting presentations because of the similarities in age, references to
specific high school events that current students experience, and the direct relationship some students
have with the families of the soldiers who wrote the letters.
The impetus for this assignment stems from multiple visits and conversations with Dana Dorman, the
Historical Society of Haddonfield’s archivist, and Society members who knew Principal Reynolds and
his legacy. We spend a few months going over the collection of Reynolds’ letters and other World War
II documents, postcards, propaganda leaflets, and other organizational materials related to the home
front during the war years. The Historical Society of Haddonfield then hosts a brief open house for
the students a few months prior to the due date of the assignment to see the materials, go over the
rules for research in the library (no pens or beverages), and to discuss the expectations of the students,
archivists, and teacher.
The assignment breaks the class into groups that are each responsible for specific letters in the Reynolds collection to read, transcribe, and incorporate into a five-page paper that focuses on a theme
found in a minimum of three letters. Some themes include homesickness, nostalgia for life before the
War, local goings on. The group then presents on their category of correspondence.

I also attribute the success of working with the Historical Society of Haddonfield and, for other projects, with the Historical Society of Pennsylvania to boundaries. Archivists and librarians are influential
in helping to create the parameters of the assignment due to their superior knowledge of the various
collections and materials available. Clear objectives and set limitations on what types of documents,
collections, and a set time frame all provide the students with guidance and realistic expectations
headed into the archives.

The third quarter assignment will be based on the men and women who either attended or graduated from Haddonfield Memorial High School and served in World War II. This assignment will require
all students to visit the Historical Society of Haddonfield to develop a multimedia presentation and
an individual research paper. Each student will also be responsible for the transcription of TWO
letters within their assigned letter grouping from U.S. servicemen to their Principal William “Bull”
Reynolds. The letters will serve as the central point of your paper and research. NO typed letters by
either “Bull” Reynolds or servicemen can be used.

Since I arrived as the Bank Street College of Education archivist in early 2018, I have wanted to engage
students and teachers with the Archives. Bank Street is a leading progressive education institution
in New York City. With over a century of history, it began as an experimental education think-tank in
1916, then established one of the first nursery schools in the U.S., opened a school for teachers, and-in the 1950s—was certified to issue the Master’s of Science in Education degree, and initiated the
School for Children, a laboratory for students of elementary-school ages. Today’s Bank Street College
of Education has grown to include equitable, dynamic, deeply engaged programs in children’s education, graduate and continuing education, outreach to communities and schools, and policy research &
development.

You need to meet Marina. Well, I can’t say with certainty anyone ever said that, but they could have.
I’m Marina. At the time, I taught 5th grade English Language Arts and Social Studies at Pocantico Hills
Elementary School. I met Marissa while sitting around a long conference table at the RAC. Marissa told
my colleagues and I about the work she had recently completed with 5th graders elsewhere and my
mind began to swirl. Marissa’s work included authentic, inquiry-based work that used documents ranging in subject from the 1938 War of the Worlds broadcast, to original letters discussing the permanent
home for the United Nations headquarters, to conversation pieces that established protected locations
for national parks.

As I shared the 5th grade ELA and social studies curriculum with Marissa, she took notes in her journal
and made connections between my curriculum and all the treasures stored in the RAC vaults. It was
when I mentioned my curiosity regarding the potential to embed the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals, a set of 17 global goals identified by the United Nations, into a culminating unit that
we found just the right synergy.
The RAC has records of correspondence between Trygve Lie, the UN’s first Secretary-General, and
John D. Rockefeller, Jr., the son of Standard Oil magnate John D. Rockefeller and later overseer of the
family philanthropic organizations. The conversation between the two men cemented the permanent
home for the United Nations headquarters in 1946. Marissa and I decided that we would design a unit
that used both these letters and the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals to inspire our
students to compose original speeches that would advocate for and bring attention to global issues
affecting all citizens throughout the world. The project seemed seamless, perfect, and doable. We had
the making of something great!

After the script was complete, recording was easy. We used Audacity, an audio editor and recording
program that was already installed on the students’ laptops. To create a podcast, the show is recorded in segments and compiled at a later date. This offered us the time to refine our speaking skills and
listen and assess our work. Not only that, Marissa and two research fellows from the RAC were able to
join us when they were available, adding invaluable information to further enhance the project. Pocantico Hills’ School-Library Media Specialist, Anne Price- Gordon, supported our work by melding four
separate recordings into one flawless 20-minute show.
Now the world has the opportunity to meet our students, learn about history, and discover their work
-- on our new podcast!

Got some news to share? We’d love to hear from you!
Email us at AEREditor@rockarch.org
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